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THE RESOLVING| 


- 
CONSCIENCE, 


upon this Queſtion, 


Whether upon ſuch a Suppoſition or Caſe, as is now uſually 
made [The King will not diſcharge his truſt, but is bent 
or ſeduced to ſubvert Religion, Lawes, and Liberties] 
Subjects may take Armes and reſiſt ? and whether that 
Caſe be now? N 

I. That no Conſcience upon ſuch 4 Suppoſition or Caſe can finde a ſaft 
and clrare ground for ſuch refiſtance, | 

II. That no man in Conſcience can be truly perſwaded , that the reſs- 
ſtance now made i ſuch, as they themſelves pretend to, that plead 

rit in ſuch a caſe, © 

II, That no man in (onſtience can be truly perſwaded that ſuch a 
caſe is now, that is, that the King will not diſcharge his truſft,but i 
bent to ſubuert &c. 


| Whence it followeth, 

Thu the- reſiſtance now made againſt the higher Power is unwarrantable, and ac- 
cording to the Apoltle Damnable, Rem. 13. Alſo thit the ſhedding of bloud in 
the purſuit of this te ſiſlance is Murder, 
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'> Wo unte them. tht call evill good, and good evill ; that put darkeneſſe for light, 
and light for dar keneſſe i Iſa. 3. 20. 
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To all Miſſe-led People in this Land. 


TI E that in theſe times will ſpeak any thing to the peo. 
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j ple in behalfe of the King, is likely to do it upon diſad- 
vantage, and be heard with prejudice : but they that 
would be profitably informed by what they heare , 
mult lend an equall eare to what is ſpoken ; which 1 
hope you will doe, being ſuch, for the moſt part, as 


profeſſe to make a conſcience of your wayes. I defire therefore of 
you. into whoſe hands this Treatiſe ſhall come, that you would receive 
it with mind and affection, anſwerable to that wherewith it is offered 
to you, free from partiality and private reſpects; that you would con- 


ſi ler 


ſes of Conſcience are written out of Conſcience: And were 


a diſtreſſed Prince a fit object for flattery, or this kinde of inſtruction 
capable of ſuch language, yet is this a time for every man to informe 
and ſpeake his Conſcience ; and as many of you as ſhall reade me in 
this booke, will, I hope, conceive, I had no other purpoſe in the pub- 
liſhing of it, then to give teſtimony to the truth for the directing of 
your Conſciences and the diſcharge of mine owne. I have therefore 
written it plainly without affectation of curioſity, having reſpe& on- 
y to your profit; the Learned through the Land are ſutficiently per- 
ſwaded, and I may aſſure you all Ages have aſſerted this truth, out of 
which I could have drawne a cloud of witneſſes, and preſented them 
to your fight, but thought it more expedient for your direction, to 
ſhew you the cleare light of Divine Scripture and rectiſied Reaſon , 
the onely rules of Conſcience i and it by theſe you ſhall be brought to 
ſee the crookedneſſe of the Ne Doctrine of thefe times, and the un- 
even dangerous windings of this way of reſiſtance, I have gained the 


end of my deſires, and you have not loſt by it. 
A 


One 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
One thing 1 muſt note as ſtrange , that to diſcourſe upon this argu- 
ment ſhould be thought (as it is by many) a worke altogether beyond 
the profeſſion ofthe Divine: Indeed popular Stateſmen have alwaies 
held it very impolitick and unreaſonable, that Subjects ſhould not in 
dangers imminent have means to fave themſelves by a power of reſi - 
ſtance, and accordingly framed their principles and grounds of State 
as unqueſtionable. We examine not the power or wiſdome of Law - 
makers, but when we receive their Law , Declaration, or Command, 
and know it in termins , underſtand it in the ſenſe it beares, certainly 


it belongs tothe Divine to conſider whether it be againſt Gods Law, 


and accordingly to inſtru his people. If it be agreed upon as a thing 
knowne in this State, that the King is the higher Power according to 
Saint Paul, the Supreme according to Saint Peter, the Father of the 
Gommon-wealth according to the fifth Commandement, ſurely it be- 
longs to the Divine to urge obedience, honour, and ſubjeRion, accor- 
ding to thoſe places, and reprove reſiſtance forbidden there: Which 
obedience we acknowledge to be limited and circumſcribed by the 
eſtabliſhed Lawes of the Land, and accordingly to be yeilded or de- 
nied to the higher power, if thoſe Lawes be not repugnant to the. Law 
of God: And for Reſiſtance , as we have not yet heard of any Law 
of the Land that commands or warrants-it , ſo we know that were. 
there any Law or Ordinance made to enjoyne it, ſuch would not bind, 
being againſt the Apoſtles expreſſe prohibition, back d with arguments. 
drawne from the very reaſon of Government, as ſhall be ſhewen in 
this following Treatiſe. | | 

Be they who they will that preſent you with imminent-dangers, 
and worke upon your feares, that tell you of Fundamentall Lawes,and. 
give yourules of poliey to captivate your reaſon; when all that's done, 
it is the Divine that muſt ſettle the conſcience, which will not be 
quiet; if in yeilding obedience to any Law or Ordinance, it comes to 
a ſuſpicion, that ſuch an Ordinance of man entrencheth upon the 
Word of God. 

Let me tell you (for I ſuppoſe you · follow this way is the ſimplicity. 
of your hearts) how you are wrought upon by them that miſ · lead you, 
You are dealt with according to your generall deſire of the continu- 
ance of true Religion and the Subjects Liberty, not according to the 
- Particular grounds of ſafety which conſcience doth require: You are 
told, 


* 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
told, the Goſpell, and your Liberties, and all you have are in moſt-ims- 
minent danger, and without taking Armes for the defence, irrecovo . 
rably loſt ; and that this is law full by the Fundamentals of this King» 
dome: You mitt take all this upon trait, without an expreſſe and par» 
ticular warrant, to rule and ſecure your Conſcience againſt the expteſſe 
words of the Apoſtle forbidding reliſtance, Rom. 13. 
Tou profeſſe your ſelves enemies to Popery, and good reaſon for 
it. but why ſhould you therefore be enemies to your King that declares 
againſt it too. I would you could obſerve how, under pretence of 
keeping out Popery. you are led in this way of reſiſtance by the like 
ſteps that brought Popery in. For examine your hearts and try if the 
name of Parliament (which is of honourable eſteeme with all) be not 
raiſed tothe like exceſſe of credit with you, as the name of the ¶ hurch 
is with the Papiſts ; if you. have not within you a ſilent thought of in- 
fallibility in that great Councell, am ſo with an implicite faith are tea⸗ 
dy to receive and maintaine whatever is concluded there; if you be 
not drawne to believe your Prince is minded to overthrow Religion, 
and upon ſuch a ſuppoſall or beliefe (according to the very method of 
Jeſuiticall practices) to take up Armes againſt Him. If you do not relt 
ſatisfied with a generall intention of a good end, that is, the defence of 
Religion, not examining the meanes, you now ufe , to compaſſe that 
end; like thoſe that for the advancing of the Catholike cauſe , as they 
call it, attempt any thing however unjuſt, even to the deſtruction of 
Kings, that are ſet over them; thi$ blindneſſe is Popiſh; and practice 
Jeſuiticall. Laſtly, examine your hearts, if yon be not confirmed in 
your way by the number of your Profeſſours, like as they are by the 
univerfality ot their Church, reſting upon the perſons of men, not try- 
ing the cauſe it ſelfe by the touch. ſore of divine Scripture and recti- 
fied Reaſon. I know it prevailes with many thouſands of you, becauſe 
you ſee, as you thinke, and uſe to ſay, All good people that have ſenſe 
of Religion, and conſcience of their wayes; doe got along with you, 
and you cannot believe that God would ſuffer them to be ſo generally 
deluded ; let me tell you, you doe hereby very uncharitably conclude- 
upon all thoſe that rwnne not with you to the like eteſſe: and I may ſay 
without breach of charity, they that appeare with you in the cauſe , 
would not all be found ſuch as you conceive them to be, ifthey were 
examined by.the true markes of — profeſſion, that is, by the 
x3 true 
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The Epif#le, &C. 
true doctrine of faith, by their charity, honeſty, obedience, meekneſſe 
of ſpirit, and the like ; without which your Religion © vaine , what 
exer your exerciſes or performances of duties be; the Phariſee's righ» 
tecuineſſe will exceed yours, and his frequency and length of prayer 
will be as ſure a marke as yours; nay the Anabaptiſt at this day will 
out- doe you in any of your formes of godlineſſe. I doe not ſpeake 
this againſt the frequent and ſincere per formance ot holy duties: God 
forbid 1 ſhonld. Nor doe I ſpeake it of you all: I know there are 
many good and conſcientious men that goe your way in the 2 
of their hearts , as thoſe did that followed «Ab/olom; whom the juſt 
God ſuffers hitherto to be deceived , that even by their example this 
power of Reſiſtance may gather ſtrength to the jult puniſhment of this 
ſinſull Land, and that they themſelves when their eyes ſhall be opened 
(which, | hope, will be ere long) may ſee their owne weakneſſe, and 
be ſo much more humbled for it. # 

In the meane time you are according to the blindneſſe of a Popiſh 


way in all the former reſpects, carried on againſt all rules of conſei- 


ence; for you have neither certaine knowledge of your Princes heart, 
to reſolve for reſiſtance upon a ſuppoſall of ſuch intentions in him; nor 
have yon any certaine rule to warrant the la fulneſſe of reſiſting upon 
ſuch ſappoſall, and to ſecure you againſt the Apoſtles prohibition, and 
damnation laid upon it ; nor have you any judgement of Charity, in 
concluding ſuch intentions in your Prince againſt his deepeſt Proteſta- 
tions made in ſuch times of his diſtreſſe, and without that all is nothing 
though you lay downe , as you thinke, your life for Religion. How 
much ſafer would it be for you to be guided by the fure Rules of Con- 
ſcience, and (if it ſhould pleaſe God to bring upon you what you 
feare) to ſuffer unjuſtly, then in the unwarrantable prevention of it to 

doe anjuſtly. | 
To this purpoſe ſhall you finde this Treatiſe ſpeaking to you for the 
direction of your Conſciences. If you thinke it ſtrikes too boldly up- 
on any thing concerning the Parliament, I deſire yours and their fa- 
vourable interpretation, faine would I ſilence every thought and word 
that may ſeeme to reflect upon that High Court; but what is neceſſa- 
ry, I muſt ſpeake for truth and conſcience fake , from which neither 
King nor Parliament ſhould make us ſwerve, Wee are taught that 
Kings mult not be flattered ; and the people ought to learne, that Par- 
liamentg 
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The Epiſtle, &c. | 

Faments muſt not be Idolized : That hath beene often charged as a 
fault upon the Clergy, and this I feare is that (in of the people, which, 
together with the licentiouſneſſe indulged backe againe to them, ha's 
moved God to blow upon that wiſh'd-for fruit we might have rea 

by this ſo deſited a Parliament. For when 1 ſee man is more ſenſible 
of every breach of his owne rights and priviledges, then of thoſe un- 
paralleld breaches ſo frequently made upon Gods publike Worſhip , I 
cannot but thinke the Lord will require it of this Land; and when I 
ſee right and jult ſubverted, property and liberty expoſed to the will 
and power of every one that is pleaſed to conceive his neighbour a 
Malignant, and able to make him ſo by commanding his goods and 


perſon, I cannot but complaine with the Pfalmiſt, 7 —— of Pſal, 82; 
e 


the earth are out of courſe ; and appeale to Heaven, Ariſe O God, judge 
thou the earth, And I truſt , that albeit this Spirit of Seduction may 
prevaile awhile, and this way of reſiſtance proſper , for the great but 
juſt puniſhment of this ſinfull Land, the Lord will looke downe from 
Heaven, and make truth and peace againe to flouriſh out of the 
earth, will alſo looke upon the face of his Anointed, and by this affli- 


ction as by a loving correftion make him great. Great to the mainte- Plalis,z7 


nance of Gods true Religion, and to the reſtoring of the peace and 
proſperity of this Kingdome ; And Let all the people ſay, Amen.. 
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The Contents. 


| 5.5% 
» explication of the Queſtion, and generall Reſolution of it, 


Ser. II. | 

The principle or ground on which they goe for Reſiſtance , examined 
by Scripture. Their chiefe examples, Scriptures againſt them ; eſpeci- 
cially that of the 13 to the Romanes, urged and cleared : where ſhewed, 
The King is that higher Power, That all are forbidden to reſiſt, even the 
Senate, which by the fundamentals of that State might challenge as 
nuch as our great Councell can, That prohibition concernes all times; 
and mas good, not onely in that State, becanfe they were abſolute No- 
narches ; but in all States, becauſe of the preſervation of Order which 
ſhould be in al; and was good not onely againſt the Chriſtians, becauſe 
their Religion was enatted againſt by Law , but alſo againſt the Senate 
And People, though they were enſlaved. 


SECT, III. 

Their principle examined by reaſon. Of Fundamentalls, their ground. 
worke according to the pleaders for reſiſtance , is the original of Power 
from the People; and their reaſſuming it, when the Prince will not dsſ- 
charge bis truſt. 

The Power it ſelfe (diſtinguiſhed from the deſigning of the Perſon, anil 
the Qualifications of it in ſeveral formes of Government ) i from God 
as an ordinance or conſtitution under that providence whereby God rules 
the whole world; Creatures reaſonable as well as nnreaſonable, | 


8 er. 1 V. 
That Power cannot be forfeited to the People, or reaſſumed by them. 
They canngt prove it by virtue of the firſt election or by any capitulation 
er Cavenant, or the oath betweene Prince and People. 


ed i SECT, V. 


The Contents. 
S1 r. V. | 
Wor ea it be proved by that neceſſity of meanes of ſafety which ſhould 
{be in every State to provide for it ſelfe : but greater dangers and inc on- 
veniencies would follow by ſuch meanes of ſafety as are pretended to by 
reſuming the Power, 
SscT, VI. 
The Examination of the Reſiſtance now made. Where ſhewne, that it 
u not ſuth as they themſelves pretend to, who plead for it; either for the 
_ generall and unanimous conſent of the Kingdome; for it was not ſo ”_=_ 
wpon 3 or for the defenſive way of it, becauſe the King is upon the defens 
five ; For he was not firſt in Armes, and the Contention muſt need; ap- 
peare tobe for ſomething the King hath right to hold, or is bound by oath 
te maintaine. Alſo, becanſe to any mans conſcience it will appeare to be 
an oppugnation,rather then an aſſiſtance or meere defence, 


SSC Tr. VII. 

The Cafe ts not in being. No (onſcience can conclude the King tobe, 
what they wonld have him ſuppoſed ; becauſe the jcalouſies are ground. 
leſſe. The King hath done ſufficient to cleare them, by Promiſes, Pro. 
teftations, Actr ef Grace. And Conſcience if it hold the rule of Charity, 
will not againſt all thoſe conclude contrary intentions in him, upon them 
ro ground reſiſtance ; but will, if it will not be partial , judge the King 
"bath offered ſuch reaſonable meanes of ſecurity to this State, as owght to 
have beene apprehended,rather then this King dome embroyled in a Civil 
warre, and Ireland neglected. Laſtly, a Conſcience that concludes for 
-refiſtance, wants the perſwaſion of faith, and the judgement of charity in 

an high meaſure, and cannot appeare ſafely at Gods Tribunal, 


Touching the unlawfulneſſe of the Marre, 
and Reſiſtance now made againſt 
the KING. | 


r Amentable are the diſtractions of this Kingdome, 
| =, OY. Band the more, becauſe they. ftrength from 
EY Pier] che name and authority of (that. which as it js of 
"IB JN 2 high eſteeme with all, ſo ſhould it be a remedy to 

e acheſe our diſtempers) a Parliament : and from 

debe pretended defence of thoſe things that are moſt, 

— dec untous, Religion, Liberties, Lawes. Where- 

upon ſo many good people, that have come to a ſenſe ot religion and 

godlineſſe, are miſerably carried away by a ſtrange unplicite faith to 
believe, whatſoever is ſaid or done in the name of a Parliament, and in 
the pretended defence of Religion, Liberties, Lawes, to be infallibly 
true, and altogether juſt. | | | 

tit he that will confider, men are men, and would ſeeke a ſurer 
rak Nx his conſcience then the Traditions or Qrdinances of men ta» 
ken hand'over head , ſhall upon reaſonable examination finde upon 
what plauſible but groundleſſe principles, upon what faire but decei- 
ving preterices , upon what grievous but cauſeleſſe imputations laid 

n Majeſtie it ſelſe, poore people are drawne into mes gaga 

the duty and allegeanee they owe to their Prince by the Las of God 

and man, For dixecting the Conſcience in ſuch an examination this 

enſaing Diſcourſe is framed, as briefly and plainly as the matter will 
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The reſolving of Conſcience, &c.. F 


SECT. I. 


F"Odſcience in reſolvingupon a queſtion, firſt layesdowne thePro- 
poſition , or Principle , or Ground on which it goes; then it 
aſſumes or applyes to the preſent caſe; then it eoncludes and reſolves: 
as in this queſtion, atfirmarively for Reſiſtance, thus, Subjects in ſuch a 
caſe may Arme and Reſiſt: But that caſe is now come: Therefore now 
they may and doe juſtly Reſiſt. 
Oc negatively againſt Reſiſtance , either by denying the Principle: 
Sub jects may not in ſuch a caſe Arme and Reſiſt; therefore now they 
doe not juſtly Reſiſt. Or by admitting the Principle and denying the 
Caſe ; Subjects in ſuch a caſe may Arme and Reſiſt. But that caſe is 
not now, Therefore now they doe not juſtly Arme and Reſiſt. | 
What it is that Conſcience is here to admit or deny , and how it 
ought to conclide and'reſolve-, this enſuing Treatife- will diſcover : 
which that it may more clearely appeare, we will premiſe, 

, Firſt; That in the Propoſition or Principle by the word Refiftance is 
meant; not a denying of obedience.to the Prinees command, but a ri- 
ſing in Armes, a forcible Reſiſtance; this though cleare enough in the 
queſtion, yet I thought fit to inſinuate: to take off that falſe imputati- 
on laid upon the Divines of this — — and uꝑon all thoſe that 
appeare for the King in this cauſe , that they endeavour to defend an 
abſolute power in him, and to raiſe him to an Arbitrary way of Go- 
vernment; This we are as much againſt on his part, as againſt Reſi- 
{tance on the Subjects part. For we may and ought to deny obedience 
to ſuch commands of the Prince, as are unla w full by the Law of God, 
yea, by the eſtabliſhed Lawes of the Land: For in theſe we-hayg his 
will and conſent given upon good advice, and to obey him agairſt 
the Lawes were to obey kim againſt himſelfe, his ſuddain will againſt 
his deliberate w ill; but a farre other matter it is to Reſiſt by, power of 
Armes, as is in the queſtion implyed; and as we ſee at To to out 
Moniſhmenr; firſt the power of Armes taken from the Prince by ſet» 
r then that power uſed againſt him by an Army in 

field. Suede | 
-** Secondly, We muſt conſider, that they which plead for Reſiſtance 
iy ſuch a gaſe as is ſuppoſed , doe grant it muſt be concluded upon, | 
e ET a 36 — ö Onn : 


2. 


Ommnibut Ordinibus regis conſentientibus;that is, with the generall and 
unanimous conſent ot the Members of the two Houſes , the repreſen» 
tative body of the whole Kingdome: alſo they yeild it muſt he onely 
Legitima defenſio, a meere defenſive reſiſtance ;_ and this alſo Conſci : 
ence muſt take notice of. 5 
Thirdly, It is conſiderable, that in the ſuppoſition ox caſe ĩt is like · 
wiſe granted by them, that the Prince mult firſt be ſo and ſo diſpoſed. 
and bent to overthrow Religion, Liberties, Lawes, and will not diſ- 
charge his truſt for the maintaining of them, before ſuch a Reſiſtance 
can be pretended to. And although the queſtion is, and muſt be ſo put 
now. as that it ſeems to ſtraiten the Caſe, and make it depend upon the 
ſappoſall of the people: yet it ſo much the more enſargesthe”falfe- 
hood of the Principle; for it plainly ſpeaks thus; If Subjects believe, 


or verily ſuppoſe their prince will change Religion, they may riſe in 


Armes; whereas all that have pleaded for Reſiſtance in eaſe of Relia 
gion, did ſuppoſe another Religion enjoyned upon the Subject firſt; 
We will therefore endeavour to cleare all for the reſolving:ot Conſci⸗ 
ence inrhefetbree generalls +: 1 unn! ng 207 
I. Thot no Confcience upon ſuch a cafe as is ſuppo ſod can ſinde 
eleare greund to reſt upon for ſuch Reſiſtance as is pretended to, but 
according. to the rules of Conſeience, What i not of faith is inne: 
And , In doubtful things the ſafer way « to be choſen ; Conſtiener it 


will finde cauſe to forbeare and to ſuffer, rather then r̃eſilt q dauiufull, 


I ſay. not that a Conſcience truly informed willi not clearehy fee: the 
unla w fulneſſe of this. Reſiſtance, but becauſe no eonſeience ean be 
truly perſwaded of the lawfulneſſe of it, and fo that Conſcience that 


reſolves for it, mult needes runne.doubrtingly or: blindely upon the 


worke.” ; : 


11. That the Reſiſtance now uſed and made againſt the Priveets | 


not ſuch as they pretend to, either for that general] and unanimous 
conſent that ſhould precede it, or that defenfive way that ſhould ac 
company it. according to their owne grants that pleatſ ſor it; and 
———— admit ſuch a Reſiſtance a is made. how 

es. Ji: 4 9 $12 3 4 27 i bu! (id mod BY! 
(11; #:Qonference could beperfwaded; that it is law full in eb a 
daſe to Reſiſt, and that this riſingiin Armes is ſilina(Reſiſtencea'they 
ay max in ſueh a caſe be pretended 1 never (if: it bei wil 
«In: 3 ling 
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teſt-then; that the Irinciple: is untrue upon Which they-goe e tht 
- Reſiſt , and that Conſcience cannot finde cleare ground to reſt up- 
I be making Reſiſtance : for it heares the Apoltie expreſſely ſay, 
| Rom-14.2-57hojoruer '» reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves dammation : and it cannot 
— ome . that will excuſe the Reliſtance of 
T he ei n or limitation that Smade; i talen fromthe Perſons 
the Cauſes of reſiſtance, thus, They that are private Per 
— —. 258 
or repreſencarive 


receive "damnation ; but the States 
1 — People: may reſiſt upon ſuch or 
— . " wheerary diſtinction or 
liniration made upon any place of Setiprure, malt have its ground in 

this has oncly fome examples in Scripture that come not 

| home) —.— r eee which are cas 


ed he cxaplerl 
| moles gr Anſwer, 'Here ledrew not into 
1 — er did by a lo- 

—ñ̃ñ̃ͤ — — 
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$ and; ii ſent to take Way his lie- a. RMπν]/ůua mecre defence with- 
out all violence dffered to Sni; therefore he (till gave place as Sa 
purſted , 6— any ol d r | 
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were in bis power, 1 Sn. 26, But thirdly, | 
5 1 Sam 23. 1.24 that Devid-would have 
gainſt Saul, it the Inhaditants would — 
fay that's onely an uncertaine r g 
ence in this great point of Reſiſtance. — it — cle 
contrary , that he made that inquiry with intention not. of 
the Citie upon their faithfulneſſe to him, but o * . 
bis flight upon knowledge of their unfaithful et that | 
be ſhut up in a Citie, that, as it's noted in the Text, bad gates and — Y 
Alſo to this and all other Davi4z demeanours, in his ſtanding out a - 
gainſt Saul, we ſay his example was extraordinary; for he wasanoins; 
— — to ſucceed gane withour doubr bad | 
warrant to uſe an extraordinary way of ſafeguarding his perſon. | 
—_ are the chiefe examples. They make let alſo of the {2 che 4 
— — King in the Temple, and Elisa. — — | 
inft Meſſenger that came to take away his 
and the like ; which not ſo much as the two former, having no 
of ſuch as is implyed in the queſtion, - 
Bat we anſwer, 1. That of the high — 00 7 3 6 
piyed to the Popes power of excommunicating and d 
vers, et armada —— ee | 
more then what every Miniſter may and ought to dog, ifs 
King ſhould attempt the adminiſtration of the Sacrament 
re prove him, to keepethe Elements from him. 
Mila withitood the Emperour at the entrance 
by Excommunication , much leſſe by force of Armes , 4 
bim underitand be was nor — — 
ofthe holy things, till he had of — eq 
at bee U Upon which the Emperour withdre 
The pPrieſts here are ſaid to thruſt the our of the Tewple, but 
we mult note Gods hand was firſt upon him, bimwith je 
Ge; and by that diſcharging him of the alfo, It is 
in the Text, yes bimſelfe alſo haſted to ger outs But enough of this. 
2. Elifba\r example very little. But let us thence take oc 
—— ſay, That perſomall defence is lawfull againſt che — 
HHegall aſſaults of nch Meſſengers, yea of the Prince ä 
WC? a ward his blowes, to hold his hands, —— 4 8 
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Ile reſoloing ofoloing of Conſcience, cr. 
not to retutne blowes ;- no, for though it be natural 
n ſelfe, yet the whole Common · wealth is concerned 
erſon as we ſee in the Common wealth of the creatures, one 
lar natute will defend it ſelfe againſt another, but yeild to the 


bs drawne-from Perſonal! defence to the publike reſiſtance 


now uſed; as uſually they make the Argument thus: It the body natu- 


» rall', then the body politick may defen] it ſelfe ;. if a private perſon, 


much more the whole State may: and they doe bur ſhut the way up 


againſt the King that comes to deſtroy his Parliament, and take away 
their heads. 


We anſwer: As the naturalt body defends it ſelfe againſt an out- 
ward force; but ſtrives not by a ſchiſme or contention within it ſelfe: 
ſo may the body politick againſt an out ward power, but not as now 
by one part of ie ſet againſt the Head, and another part of the ſame bo- 
dy; for that tends to the diſſolution of the whole. Againe : per ſonall 
defence may be without all offence , and does not ſtrike at the order 
and power that is overus, as generall reſiſtance by Armes doth, which 
cannot be without many unjuſt violences, and does immediately 
ſtrike at that order which is the life of the Common - wealth. And 
this makes a large difference 'twixt-E/iſsa's (hutting the doore againſt 
this Meſſenger, and their ſhutting up the way againſb the King by Ar- 
med men; nor ean they conclude upon ſuch an intention in the Kings 
heatt, without the Spirit of Elia. He profeſſeth heintends ne vio- 


lence tò his Parliament, nor bath he taken away the head of any of 


theirs that have fallen into his power, nor does deſire any other pu- 
niſtynent inflicted upon any that doe oppoſe him, then —— 
triall ſhall ad judge them to, which no good Subject ought to de- 


— they urge the example of Lib nah, which revoked from the 
King of 7adab, becauſe he had forſaken the Lord; a Chron. cap. a1. 
vo but it is ĩimpertinent as all the reſt are, for it neither proves the 
metple, That it is lawfull for the People to revolt when the King 
Religion, but ſhewes that ſuch a revolt is a puniſhment from 
ſuch a King, though a ſinne in the People : Nor doth it 


me to the Caſe, for there the King had forſaken; here is one- 


i 
= 
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e chat he will, and that groundleſſe, as will appeare in the 
2 this Treatiſe. N Now 


' 
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The reſolving of Canſciencr, & c. F 
Now let us ſee how Scripture excludes this and all other excepti- 
ons, giving no allo wanee to Reſiſtance, in regard of Perſons, ot Cauſes. 
or other pretences; and this not onely by Examples, but by Precept, 
Concluſions, Reſolutions, which are more ſafe. 

Firſt, We hayerthe two hundred and fifty Princes of the Congrega- 
tion, gathering the people againſt A eſes and Aaron, Numb. 16.3. and 
periſhing in their ſinne. If it be replied,the Perſons iſdeed were pub- 
Like, but there was no cauſe for it; Moſes and Aaron did not deſerve 
it. I anſwer, but the other ſuppoſed they did, and that is now e- 
nough, it ſcemes, to make people not onely ſay to their Prinee, Toa 
-#ake too much upon yon, but therefore to riſe in Armes alſo; which 1 
hope will appeare to be without cauſe. too. in the end of this Trea- 
tiſe. 

Secondly, See for the cauſe of Reſiſtance, 1 Sam. 8. 11. there the 
people are let to underſtand how they ſhould be oppteſſed under 
Kings , yet all that violence and injuſtice that ſnould be done unto 
them is no juſt cauſe of reſiſtance, for:they have no remedy left them 
but crying to the Lord, v.18. 

Thirdly, We have not onely Example, but Reſolution and Conclu- 
ſion out of Scripture. The people might not be gathered together ei- 
ther for Civill Aſſemblies, or for Warre, but by his eommand that had 
the power of the Trumpet; that is, the ſupreame, as Moſer was, 
Numb. io. P Po 

Alſo when · David had Saul and.his Army in his power, he reſolves 
the matter thus; ho can ftreteb ont his hand againſt the Lords anoin- 
ted and be yuiltleſe , 1 Sam. 26. 9. U replied, now they intend not 
hurt to the Kings Perſon ; yet might not they as well have hurt His 
Perſon in the day of battaile, as any of them that were ſwept away 
from about Him by the fury of the Ordnance, which puts no difference 
twixt Kings and common Souldiers? Their uſuall excuſe, that they 
intend theſe Armes onely againſt the Cævaleirs and Malignant about 
the King, will no more ſave them from the guilt, then it will do Him 
from the violence. 

This alſo I muſt obſerve coneerning this point of Reſiſtance out of 
the Old Teſtament , (tor from thenee have they all their ſeeming in- 
ſtances) That it is a marvellous thing, that among ſo many Prophets 
reprehending the Kings of Iſraei and Fade for idolatry, cruelty, op- 
preiſion, none ſhould call upon the of the people. for chis duty 
ol Reſiſtance. 0 But 
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The reſolving of Conſcience, & c. 

But laſtly, that place of the Apoſtle, Rem. 1 3, at firſt mentioned, 

does above all give us a cleare reſolution upon the point, which now l 
ſhall free from all exceptions. 

Firſt, I may ſuppoſe, that the King is the Sapreme, as S. Peter calls 
him; or the higher Power, as S. Paul here, though it be by ſome now 
put to the queſtion, as one abſurdity commonly begets another to de- 
fend it: but I prove it: S. Peters diſtinction comprehends all that are 
in authority, The King as Supreme , and thoſe that are ſent by bim, 
1 Pet. 2. 12. in which latter tanke are the two Hcuſes of Parliament, 
being ſent by Him, or ſent for by Him, and by His Writ ſitting there. 
Alſo by the Oath of Supremacy it is acknowledged , That there is no 
power above him without or within this Realme; and that he is in all 
Cauſes and over all Perſons Supreme. Alſo acknowledged by the pe- 
titions of the two Houſes addreſſed unto His Majeſtie, wherein they 
ſtile themſelves Hus /opall Subjefts, But enough of this, 

Secondly, In the Text of the Apoſtle, All perſons under the higher 
power are expreſſely forbidden to reſiſt. For who/oever,in the ſecond 
verſe, mult be as large as the every ſoule in the firſt; and the Reſiſtance 
forbidden here concernes all, upon whom the ſubjeRion is-injoyned 
there, or elſe we could not make theſe Univerſals good againſt the Pa- 


3 


piſts, excepting the Pope and Clergy from the ſubjection. 


Thirdly , In thoſe dayes there was a ſtanding and continuall great 
Senate, which not long before had the 3 power in the Roman 
State, and might challenge more by the Fundamentalls of that State, 
then the great Councell of this Kingdome (I thinke) will, or can. But 
now the Emperour being Supreme, as S. Peter calls him; or the higher 
power, as S. Paul here, there is no power of reſiſtance left to any that 
are under him, by the Apoſtle. This for the perſons that ſhould reſiſt, 
all are forbidden. Now conſider the Cauſe, 

Fourthly , Was there ever more cauſe of reſiſtance then in thoſe 
dayes: Were not the Kings then not onely conceived to be inclined 
ſo and ſo, but even actually were enemies to Religion, had over- 
throwne Lawes and Liberties ? and therefore if any ſhould from the 
Apoftles reaſons that he gives againſt Reſiſtance in the 3, 4, 5 verſes, 
(For Rulers are not à terrour to good wor les but evill, and be is the Mi. 
niſter of Gad to thee for good) reply, That Rulers ſo long as they are 
not a terrour to the good, but miniſter for our good, are not to be re- 
liked: the conſideration of thoſe times leaves no place for ſuch ex- 

ception, 
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ception, becauſe the Powers then (which the Apoſtle forbids to re- 
fiſt) were nothing ſo, but ſubverters of that which was good and 
uſt, 
If it be replied , That prohibition was temporary and fit for thoſe 
times, as it is ſaid by ſome. I anſwer, 1. This is a new exception ne- 
ver heard of (I thinke) but in theſe times. 2. It is groundleſſe, and 
againſt the Text, for the reaſons of the prohibition in the 3,4,5,6 ver- 
ſes are perpetuall, from that order, that good , for which the Powers 
are ordained of God, which will be ot force as long as there is govern- 
ment, and will alwayes be reaſons againſt reſiſtance; becauſe reſiſtance 
(though it be made againſt abuſed powers as then they were) doth 
tend to the diſſolution of that order, tor which the power it ſelfe is ſer 
up of God. By which alſo that other diſtinction of theirs is made void, 
when as they reply, as they thinke, acutely , That they reſiſt not the 
power, but the abuſe of the power. 

It is alſo anſwered by ſome, that the Emperours then were abſalute 
Monarchs, and therefore not to be reſiſted. I anſwer , They did in- 
deed rule abſolutely and arbitrarily, which ſhould have, according to 
the principles of theſe dayes, beene a ſtronger motive to reſiſt. But how 
did they make themſelves of Subjects ſuch abſolute Monarchs? was it 
not by force and change of the government? and was not the right of 
the people and Senate, (according to the Principle gf theſe dayes) 
good againſt them with as much or more reaſqn, then the right of the 
people of this Land is againſt the ſucceſſion of this Crown deſcending 
by ſeverall Conqueſts ? And' this I ſpeake not to win an Arbitrary 
power, or ſuch as Conquerours uſe; unto this Crowne; but onely to 
ſhew,that Reſiſtance can be no more made againſt the Kings of Eng- 
land, then it could againſt thoſe Emperours. Nay, with lefle reaſon a- 
gainſt them, then thoſe. | 

Laſtly, it is replied, That Chriſtian Religion was then enacted againſt 
by Law; but the Religion contended for is eſtabliſhed by Law. I an- 
ſwer : But is the Religion eſtabliſhed denied to any that now fight for 
it? Shall the Apoſtles prohibition be good againſt Chriſtians in the 
behalfe of actuall Tyrants perſecuting that Religion, — againſt 
Subjects freely enjoying the Religion eſtabliſned ? Or may Proteſtants 
upon a jealouſie reſiſt a Proteſtant King profeiling the ſame Religion, 


and promiſing to conſerve it entire to them : 
C2 2. The 


10 The reſobulng of Conſelence, & 6. 
2. The probibition doth not onely concerne Chriſtians, but all the 
ple under thoſe Emperours; and not onely Religion was perſecu- 
ted, but Liberties alſo loſt, the people and Senate were enſlaved by 
Edicts and Lawes then inforced upon them, and they ( according to 
the principles of theſe dayes) might reſiſt , notwithſtanding the Apo- 
Rles prohibition, and the Lawes then forced upon them; or elſe the 
State, as they uſually ſayabad not meanes to provide for its ſafety, Thus 
one phanſie of theirs thwarts another, becauſe both are groundleſſe. 
But more anon.of thoſe meanes of ſafety they ſuppoſe to be in every 
State, by the power of Reſiſtancg. 
Hitherto of Scripture, which i moſt powerfull againſt Reſiſtance, in 
the prohibition and the reaſons of it, by which Conſcience will clearly 
ſee, it can have no warrant from Scripture for Reſiſtance, Now let us 
try what Reaſon can enforce. 


SECT. III. 


FX proving this Power of Reſiſtance, there is much ſpeech uſed 
about Fundamentalls of this — which becauſe they lie 
low, and unſeene by vulgar eyes, being not written Lawes, the people 
are eaſily made to believe they are ſuch as they ( that have power to 
build new Lawes upon them) ſay they are. And indeed none fo fit to 
judge of them as they: Yet this we know, that the authority of the 
three Eſtates is required, as for the making, ſo for the binding Decla - 
ration of Law ; and every one that can uſe his reaſon knowes, that tha 
, Fandamentalls mult needs be ſuch as will beare the ſettled government 
of this Land, fuch as are not contradiQory to the written eſtabliſhed 
Lawes: but both the government we ſee uſed in this Land, and the 
written Lawes which we reade, muſt have a correſpondency and ana · 
logie of reaſon to theſe Fundamentalls, and theſe to them. 
Welkthen, they that plead for Power of Reſiſtance in the people, 
lay the firſt ground-worke of their Fundamentalls thus: Power is ori⸗ 
ginally in and from the people, and if when by election they have in- 
zraſted a Prince with the power, he will not diſcharge his traſt, then it 
falls to the people; or, as in this Kingdome, to the two Houſes of Parlia · 
ment (the repreſentative body ofthe people) to ſee to it; they may 
teraſſume the power. 1 * 
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This is the bottome of their Fundamentalls, as they are now diſco- 
vered to the people. But here we may take notice by the way, that 
however the Fundamentalls of this Government ate much talked of, 
this is according to their reaſon.) the Fundamentall in all Kingdomes 
and Governments; for they ſay, power was every where from the 
people at firſt, and ſo this will ſerve no more for the power of Reſi- 
ance in England, then in France, or Twrkse : but it this mult be a Fun» 
damentall, it is ſuch an one as upon it this Government cannot be built. 
but Confuſion and Anarchy may readily be raiſed ; as ſhall appeare by 
the clearing of theſe two particulars : Whether the Power be ſo origi- 
nally and chiefly from the people as they would have it; then, Whe- 
ther they may upon ſuch cauſes re- aſſume that power. 
Firſt, of the _— of power; which they will have ſo from the 
ople, that ir ſhall be from God onely by a kinde of permiſſive appro» 
tion, as we may ſee by the Obſervatour, and all other that plead for 
this Power of Reſiſtance, We muſt here diſtinguiſh what the Wris» 
ters of the other fide ſeeme to confound , to wit, the Power it ſelſe, 
(which is a ſufficiency oFauthority for command and coercion in the 
governing of a people) from the deſigning of the Perſon to beare that 
power, and the qualification of that power according to the divers 
wayes of executing it in ſeverall formes of Government; and then we 
grant,that the deſigning of the Perſon is ſometimes from the people by 
choice; and that the power of the Prince recciving qualification by 
Joynt conſent of himſelfe and the people, is limited by the Lawes made 
with fach conſent ; but the power it ſelfe is of God originally and 
chiefly : which we prove by Scripture and Reaſon. 
Firlt, by ſuch places of Scripture , as plainly ſnew an ordaining and 
appointing, rather then a permiſſion or approbation : 

1. The Apoſtle ſpeakes it expreſſely, he powers are of God, Rom. 
13. 1. and, the ordinance of God, v. 2. S. Peter indeed ſaith, every or- 
dinance of man, 1 Epilt. 2. but of man there, and of God here, is much 
differing ; there it is av2pwmre, of man, ſubjetive, that is, every ordi- 
nance or power ſet up amongſt men; but here it is , of Bod, cau- 
ſaiiter, that is, from him, his ordinance ; and if in that av. there 
be implyed any creation, or cauſality, or invention of man, it reſpeRs 
the qualification of the power, according to the formes of ſeverall go- 


yernmentsand offices in them, w_ are from the invention of man; 
C3 ; it. 
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it doth not make the power it ſelfe the creation of man, which is the 
conſtitution and ordinance of God; and men are not onely naturally 
bent to ſociety, but alſo are bound as they are reaſonable creatures, to 
ſet up and live under government, as under an order of that providence 
by which the world is governed. 

II. He is called the M45nifer of God, v.4. but it ſo from the people, 
and no otherwiſe from God then they would have him, he ſhould be 

Miniſter populi rather; he is indeed their Miniſter for their good, which 
makes the people to be the end of this governing power, not the fous: 
taine and originall of it: therefore the neceſſity of ſubjection urged in 
the 5. v. hath a double ground, The ordinance of God, whoſe miniſters 
Rulers are, there's the fountaine and originall of Power to governe; 
then the Peoples good. upon which Rulers ought to attend, thats an end 
-of the Governing power. 

Iii. To the ſame purpoſe ſpeake thoſe other places, Ry me Kings 
reigne: And, I have ſaid ye are Gods, Pſal. 83. in relation to which 
our Saviour ſaith, 70h. 10. They are called Gods to whom the word of God 
came; that dixi, that word is the command, the iſſuing out as it were of 
the commiſſion for the ſetting up of a governing power among the 

cople, 

F Theſe places cannot be ſatisfied with that poore part, they on the 
other ſide leave to God in the ſetting up of power fot the governing 
of men; that is, to approve it when the people hath created or inven- 
ted it. Indeed, if we conſider the qualifications of this governing pow- 
er, and the manner of executing it according to the ſeyerall formes of 
government , we granted it before to be the invention of man, and 
when ſuch a qualification or forme is orderly agreed-upon , we ſay it 
hath Gods permiſſive approbation, 

And therefore the imputation is cauſeleſſe which the Pleaders on the 
other (ide doe heedleſly and igyorantly lay upon us Divines, as if we 
cryed up Monarchy, and that onely government to be jure divino. For 
although Monarchy hath this excellencie , that the government God 
ſet up over his people in the perſon of Moſes, the Judges,and the Kings 
was Monarchicall ; yet we confeſſe that neither that, nor Ariſtocracy, 
or any other forme is jure divino: but we ſay the power it ſelte, or 
that ſafficiency of Authority to governe, which is in Monarchie or Ari. 
ſtocracie, abſtractly conſidered from the qualifications of either forme; 
is 


— 
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ia an effliix or conſtitution ſubordinate to that providence , an ordi- 
nance of that Dixi, that filent Ford by which the world was at firlk 
made, and is [till governed under God. 

Secondly, as this appeares by the former places of Scripture, ſo is 
it alſo ſaitable to Reaſon : Becauſe God doth governe all crgatures, 
Reaſonable as well as Unreaſonable ; the inferiour or lower world he 
governes by the heavens or ſuperiour bodies, according to thoſe influ- 
ences and powers he hath put into them; and the reaſonable creatures, 
Men, he governes too by others ſet up in his ſtead over them; for 
which they are called Gods, becauſe in his ſtead over the people: and 
the powers are ſaid to be, not onely Sw ©4», from God; but alſo n- 
T9424, as orders ranked by him, and under him too, ſubordinate to 
that providence by which all creatures are governed. 

Theſe his Miniſters he ſometimes deſigned immediately by himſelfe, 
as Moſes, the Face Saul, David, &c. Now he deſignes his Vice- 
gerents on earth mediately, as by election of the people, by ſucceſſion 
or inheritance, by conqueſt, & c. To conclude, The power it ſelfe of 
government is of God; however the perſon be defigned, or that pow- 
er qualified according to the ſeverall formes of government by thoſe.* 
Lawes that are eſtabliſhed , or thoſe grants that are procured for the: 
peoples ſecurity. Thus much of the originall of Power, 


SECT. IV. 


Ow we eome to the Forfeiture, as I may call it, of this power: 

If the Prince, ſay they, will not diſcharge his truſt , then it falls 
to the people, or the two Houſes (the repreſentative body of the peo- 
ple) toſee to it, and to reaſſume that power, and thereby to reſiſt. 
This they conceive to follow upon the derivation of power from the 
people by virtue of election; and upon the fipniation or covenant of 
the Prince with the people, as alſo to be neceſſary in regard of thoſe 
meant of ſafety, which every State ſhould have within it ſelfe. We 
will examine them in order, and ſhall finde the arguments intonſe- 
quent. 

Concerning the derivation of power, we anſwer; Firſt, if it be not 
from the people, às they will have it, and as before it was cleared, then 
can there be no teaſſuming of this power by the people z that's plaine 
by their owne argument. Secondly, 
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'Secondly, if the people ſhould give the power ſo abſolutely as they 
would have it, leaving nothing to Gòd in it but approbation, yet could 
they not therefore have right to take that power away. For man 
things which are altogether in our diſpoſing before we part with 
them, are not afterward in our power to recall; eſpecially ſuch in 
which there redounds to God an intereſt by the donation, as in things 
devoted, though afterward they come to be abuſed. So although it 
were, as they would have it, that they give the power, and God ap- 
proves; yet becauſe the Lords hand alſo and his oyle is upon the per- 
ſon elected to the Crowne, and then. he is the Lords anointed, and the 
miniſter of God, thoſe hands of the people-which were uſed in lifting 
him up to the Crowne, may not againe be lifted-up againſt him, either 
to take the Crowne from his head, or the Sword out of his hand. This 
will not atrue-informed-Conſciencedare to doe. 
Thirdly, How ſhall the Conſcience be ſatisfied, that this their argu- 
ment grounded upon election, and the derivation of power from the 
ople, can have place in this Kingdome, when as the Crowne not 
onely deſcends by inheritance, but alſo hath beene ſettled by Conqueſt 
in the lines of Saxons and Norman; ? In anſwering to this they looke 
beyond theſe, and ſay, the right is ſtill good to the people by reaſon 
of their firſt election. I anſwer : So then that firſt election mult be 
ſuppoſed here, and ſuppoſed good againft all other titles, or elſe this 
power of Reſiſtance falls to the ground. It is probable that Kings at 
firſt were by choice here as elſewhere among the Heathens ; but can 
Conſcience reſt upon ſuch remote probabilities for Reſiſtance , or 
thinke that firſt election will give it power againſt Princes that doe 
not claime by it. We tell them the Romane Emperours were not to 
be reſiſted, Rom.1 3.2. They reply, as we had it above, that they were 
-abſolute Monarchs, But how came they of Subjects to be abſolute 
. Monarchs? was it any otherwiſe then by force and armes, the way 
that the Saxans andNormans made themſelves Maſters of this people? 
and was not the right of the people as good againſt them for the 
power of reſiſtance, hy virtue of the firſt election, as well as of the 
pages of this Land againſt their Kings, after ſo many Conqueſts ? 
his I ſpeake, not as if the Kings of this Land might rule as Conque- 
tours: God forbid. But to ſhew this flender plea of the firſt election 
can no more take place againſt the Kings of this Land, then it _ 
| AZ 
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againſt the Remane Monarchs, eſpecially according to their argument, 
that hold all power originally from the people, and that (as we obſer 
ved above) to be the fundamentall of all Government. There fore whe- 
ther Kings were / in this Land at firſt by election or no; we acknow- 
ledge what belongs to the duty of a Prince in doing juſtice and equity, 
what Grants alſo, Lawes, Priviledges, have ſince thoſe conqueſts been 

ocured , or reſtored unto the people, unto all thoſe the King is 

—— but yet not bound under forfeiture of his power to the peo- 
ple: which now: comes to be examined in that capitulation or cove- 
nant he is ſaid to enter with the people. | 

In the next place therefore. That Capitulation or Covenant, and 
the Oath which the Prince takes to-confirme what he promiſeth , are 
ſo alleadged, as if the breach of non-performanece on the Princes part, 
were a forfeiture of his power. But we anſwer, The word capitula- 
tion ox covenant are now much-uſed to make men beleeve the Kings 
admittance to the Crowne is altogether conditionall, as in the meere- 
ly elective — of Polonia, Swedeland, & c. whereas our King 
is King before he comes to the Coronation, which is ſooner or later at 
his pleaſure, but alwaies to be in due time in regard of that ſecurity his 
people receive by his taking the oath, and he againe mutually from 
them, in which performance there is ſomething like a covenant, all but 
the forfeiture. The King there promiſes, and binds himfelf by oath to 

ormance, Could they in this covenant ſhew us ſuch an agreement 

weene the King and His People, that in cale he will not diſcharge 
his trult , then it ſhall be lawfull for the States of the Kingdome by 
Armes to refilt, and provide for the ſafety thereof, it were ſomething; 
but not ſufficient in my opinion, to give conſcience warrant for reſi- 
ſtance ; ſuch conditions being altogetherunreaſonable. 

If it be faid, that ſo much is implied in the firſt election · We an- 
ſwer: We examined that ſlender plea of the firſt election above, as 
it was thought to be a derivation of power. Na as it is thought to 
have a Covenant in it; we ſay, That uſually in all Empires, the higher 
we goe, the more free and abſolute we finde Kings to have beene, and 
ſtill downewards the people have gained upon them: For at firſt 
when people choſe their Rulers, they did, as Juſt ine in the beginning 
of his Hiſtory obſerves, reſigne themſelves to be governed by ſuch, of 
whoſe prudence and moderation ä experience; and then, Ar. 


bitria 


a, 
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bitria Princigum. pro legibu erant, the will and diſcretion ot the 
Prince was.law unto the people; but men were men though in Gods 
place, and therefore for the reſtraint of that power, with conſent of 
the prince ſuch Lawes have beene-ſtill procmed by the people, as 
might make for their ſecurity· : | 

Now from a promiſe the King makes for doing juſtice (the duty of 
every Prince) for the continning thoſe priviledges, immunities, that 
have beene granted or reſtored to the _ , and for the obſerving 
of thoſe Lawes that have beene eſtabliſhed with the Princes conſent, 
and from that oath (by which for the greater ſecurity of the people 
he bindes himſelfe to the performance of the premiſes) to infer a great 
obligation lieth upon him, is right: but to gather thence a forfeiture 
of his power upon the not performance, is a plaine but dangerous in- 
conſequent argument. 

Aul thongh ſuch argument may ſeeme to have ſome force in States 
meerely elective and pactionall, yet can it never be made to appeare 
to any indifferent underſtanding, that the like muſt obtaine in this 
Kingdome. And to this purpoſe Phil. Parem excuſeth what his fa- 
ther had written more harſhly upon the 13. to the Romanes, in the 
point of reſiſtance, that it was to be underſtood of elective and pactio- 
nall government, not to the prejudice of England, or ſuch Monarchies. 
For where the King, as it is ſaid. never dies, where he is King before 
Oath or Coronation, where he is not admitted upon any ſuch capitu- 
lation as gives any power to the people, or their repreſentative body, 
as is pretended to: Nay, where that body cannot —— by the 
will of the Prince, and is diſſoluble at his pleaſure; that t in ſuch 
a State, ſuch a power ſhould be pretended to, and uſed ugainſt the 
Prince as at this day; and that according to the Fundamentalls of ſuch 
a State, can never appeare reaſonable to any indifferent judgement, 
much leſſe ſatisſie Conſcience in the reſiſtance that is now made by 
ſuch a pretended power. | 
What then ſhall we fay ? Is the King not bound to performe? Yes, 
by all meanes.. Or hath he not a limited power according to the 
Lawes ?: Yes. What then if he will take to himſelfe more-power, or 
nat performe what he is bound to? Suppoſe that, (though thankes 
be to God wie are not come to that) then may the SubjeRts uſe all faire 
meancs as are ſit to uſe, cries to God, petitions to the Prince, — 
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of obedience to his unlew full commands, denialls of ſubſidy, aid, &c. 
But are they left without all means to compell by force and reſiſtance ? 
This however it may at firſt fight ſeeme unreaſonable to the people, 
and very impolitiek to the Stateſman, yer hath Scripture forbidden it, 
as before was plainly (hewed, and ſo doth Reaſon roo, as will appeare 
in the examination of their laſt proofe they make for re- aſſuming this 
power and reſiſting,” from that neceſlity ot means ot fatery , which 
every State is to have within it ſelfe : Of which now. 


SECT. v. 


* the laſt place it is thus reaſoned, Were it not ſo that the tws 
Houſes might take and uſe this power, the State ſhould not have 
meanes to provide tor it's owne ſafety; when the King ſhall pleaſe to 
deſert His Parliament, deny His conſent to their Bills, abuſe His Pow- 
er. & c. So they. a - 

When right and juſt will not defend a cauſe; then Neceſſity isuſu- 
ally pleaded ; as if, becauſe Salus popwli in a good ſenſe is Supreme 
tex, everyxhing muſt be honeſt , which is Sparta utile, imagined to 
conduce to the propoſed end. We anſwer therefore, 

Firſt. They have many weapons ſharpened for this refiſtance at the 
' Þbiliſtims forge , arguments borrowed: from the Remane Shooles ; 
among them this is one , the very reaſon that is made for the Popes 
power of curbing or depoſing Kings in eaſe of Hereſie. For it there 
be not that power in the Church, ſay they, then in caſe the Civill Ma- 
giſtrate will not diſcharge his truſt, the Church hath not meanes for 
the maintenance of the Catholick faith and its owne ſafety. Well, as 
we reply to them, the Church hath meanes of preſerving the faith, 
ſuch as God hath appoisted, though not that of one viſible Head, 
which though at firſt ſeemes plauſible for preſerving the Unity of 
faith, yet hath experience ſhewne it, to be indeed the meanes to bring 
much miſchiefe upon the Church: So to the other we ſay, The State 
hath meanes of preſervation, ſuch as the Law hath ibed, 
though not ſuch as are here pretended to in this power of reſiſtance ; 
which though ſeemingly plauſible, yet true reaſon will conclude them 
dangerous, and at this day, God knowes we ſee it. Of this in the 


fourth anſwer more particularly, 
D 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, If every S: ate ha's ſuch meanes to provide for its ſafety; 
what meanes of lafety had the Chriſtian Religion under the Romahe 
Emperours in and after the Apoſtles times! or the people then iuſla- 
ved, what meanes had they for their Liberties ? had they this of ie- 
fiſtance ? Tertullian, in his Apul. yes, the Chriſtians had number 
& force ſufficient to withſtand, but they had no warrant;& the Ap oſt le 
expreſſely forbids them. and all other under the higher power. to reſiſt. 

If it be replied, as it was above touched. Ihat things be ing ſo en · 
acted by Law. it was not law ſull for them to reſt. Ianſwer : But it is 
knowne that not onely thoſe Edits whickconceroed Chriſtian religi- 
on, bur alſo all other that proceeded from thoſe Emperors and enſlaved 
the people,were merely arbitrary and enforced upon the Senate, &thar 
the Senate did not diſcharge their trult in conſenting to them, and ther- 
efere according to the former poſition the people might re ſiſt, not. 
withſtanding the Apoſtles probibition, or els no means of ſafety left in 
that State. | 

So would it be in this State, if at any time a King that we uld rule 
arbitrarily, as thoſe Emperours did, ſhould by ſome meanes or other 
worke out of the two Houles the better affected, and by the Conſent 
of the Major part of them that remain, compaſſe bis deſires ;- might 
the people then reſiſt? The Apoſtle forbids it to them as well as to 
the Romanes in ſuch a caſe: if ſo, where are theſe meanes of ſafety by 
this power of reſiſtance? Or are the ſe meanes of ſafety extinct inthe 
Conſent of the Senate, or the two Houſes ? No, the people will tell 
them they diſcharge not their trult, they choſe them not to betray: 
them, enſlave them; but according to the principles now tanghe 
them, they might lay hold upon this power of reſiſtance, for their re- 
preſentative body claimes it by them. 

Thirdly we anſwer, We cannot expect abſolute meanes of fafety 
and ſecurity in a State, but ſuch as are reaſonable ; and ſuch are provi- 
ded, eſpecially. in the fundamentals of this Government, by that 
excellent temper of the three eſtates in Parliament, there being a pow- 
er of denying in each of them, and no power of enacting in one or 
two of them without the third; which as it is forthe ſecurity of the 
Common · wealth (for what might follow if the King and Lords with- 
out the Commons, or theſe and the Lords without the King, might de- 
termine, the evils of theſe dayes do ſhew) ſo is this power of deny - 


ing 
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ing, for the ſecurity of cach Eſtate againſt the other, of the Commons 
againſt the King and Lords; of the Lords againſt them: and muſt the 
King truſt onely, and not be truſted ? Muſt not he alſo have his ſecu- 
rity againſt the other, which he cannot have but by power of denying? 
Fbis is that Temper of the three Eſtates in Parliament, the due obſet- 
ving whereof, in the moderate uſe of this Power of denying, is the 
reaſonable meanes of this States ſafety i But now not onely the name 
of Parliament, which implies the three Eſtates, is reſtrained uſually to 
the two Houſes, but elſo that Temper is diſſolved. I need nor ſpeak it, 
the diſtractions and convulſions of the whole Commonwealth, as the 
diſtempers in a naturall body, do ſufficiently ſew ſuch a diſſolution, 
and what's the cauſe of it / 

If it be replyed, as it is, for the reaſenablenc ſſe of theſe meanes of 
fafety, through that Power of reſiſtance and the fimall truſt repoſed in 
the repreſentative body of the people, That many ſee more than one, 
and more ſatety in the judgement of many, then of one.eAnſw.Truces 
But 1. Conſcience might here demand for its ſatisfaction, Why ſhould 
an hundred in the Houſe of Commons ſee more than three hundred; or 
twenty in the Lords Houſe, more then ſixty that are withdrawn or ob 
different judgement. | 

2. Reaſon doth ſuppoſe, That the Prince, though one, ſees with the 
eyesof many, yea with their eyes who are of different judgement 
from him, for which his Houſes of Parliament are his great Councell 
to preſent to his eyes the differences of things with the reaſons of 
them; and albeit he ſometimes difſents from the Major or prevailing 
part, becauſe he is convinced in his owne judgement they ſeek rhem- 
felvesnot his or the publick good, or for other rea ſons that may per- 
ſwade him againſt their Vote, yer have all times thought good ro have 
Kings, and to reduce the judgement of many unto one. Ihe Govern- 
ment which God made choice of to ſet up among bis people was Mo- 
narchieall ſtill, firſt in Moſes, then in the Judges, then in the Kings; 
yea generally all Authours yeeld, and experience ha's taught it, That 
Monarchy is a better government then Ariſtocracy,;becauſe the Tyran- 
ny and Miſcarriage of one, ſometime happening in a Monarchy, is no- 
thing ſo dangerous as Oligarchy, Faction, and Div iſionuſually inci- 
dent to Ariſtocracy or the GHvernment by many equals. Againe, as 
all times have thought it reaſonable tv have Monarchy, which ſettles 
D 3 the 
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the chiefe power and ſinall judgement in One; ſo will there be al- 
wayes lufficient reaſon ro withhold the King from a wilfull deniall of 
his Conſent to the free and unaminous Vote of his. Houſes : He can- 
not but ſee there will alwayes be ſome neceſſary good accrewing to 
him by his Parliament, that willkeepe him in all reaſon from doing fo, 

andno caſes can be put or inconveniences feared upon his Power of 
denying, but greater and more eminent will appeare upon his not ha- 
«Ying it, as ha 's beene inſinuated, and now do follow, 

Fourthly therefore and laſtly we anſwer. Such power of reſiſtance 
would be no fic meanes of ſafety to a State, but prove a remedy worſe 
then the diſeaſe, This is very plaine by the drift of the Apoſtles 

reaſons which he gave againſt reſiſtance, in the 3, 4, 5,6. v. ot the 13. 
to the Rom. in which we may conſider, that, although the Powers 
then were altogether-unjuſt, tyrannicall, ſubverters of true Religion, 
nothing anſwerable to the end for which the Govetning power is or- 
dained, yet doth the Apoſtle draw bis reaſons againſt the reſiſting of 
them, from that good, that juſtice, that order for which God hath 
ſer up the higher Powers; to iaſinuate, that the reſiſting of the high- 
er Powers, even when they are ſo; does tendtothe overthrow of that 
order which is the life of a Commonwealth; and this not onely be- 
cauſe there is ſtill order under tyranny, but chiefely becauſe if it were 
good and lawfull toreſiſt the power, when abuſed,it would open a way 
to the people upon the like pretences to reſiſt and overthrow even 
Powers ducly adminiſtred for the executing of wrath upon them that 

do evill. n 

I enter this diſcourſe, not to caſt the leaſt blemiſh upon Parliaments 

(which arc an onely remedy for diſtempers of the K ingdome) not to 
reflect upon the intentions of thoſe that are yet reſident in that high 

Court, ( unto God, the judge of all, they ſtand or fall) not to raiſe 

jealouſies, but to ſettle Conſcience, and in the way of reaſoning to 
new, according to the Apoſtles reaſons, what dangers and evils may 
enſue upon this power of reſiſtance, F 

For firſt of all, This power of reſiſtance, if admitted and purſued, 

may proceed to a change of Government, the Principles that now are 
gone upon, and have carried it ſo farre as we ſee at this day, may alſo 
lead it onto that greateſt of evils : and I have heard and ſeen it defen- 
ded by the example of the Low-countreyes; how they excuſe it 
throughly, 
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thiroughly, I examine not, but this I am ſure they can ſay, That theie 
Prince, ſucceeding in the right of the Duke of Burgundy was admit- 
ted upon other conditions, then the Kings of England are: alſo that a 
contrary religion was enforced upon them by a terrible Inquiſition, 
whereas they that do reſiſt the higher Powers here, do freely enjoy 
their religion, and have the Princes promiſe and proteſtation for it. 
Secondly, This Power of reſiſtance when uſed and purſued, is ac- 
companied withthe evils of Civill warre; Former times ſhew it, and 
and how little was gained by it beſide the expence of bloud; as when 
all wasreferred to the rule and diſpoſing of the 12 Peeres, how long 
laſted it / what ſecurity bad the State by it and at this day we feel 
and groan under the evils brought upon us through this Power of re. 
ſiſtance, the Law ſilenced, the Propertie and Libertie of the Subject 
every where invaded : and the Lord knowes when or how we ſhall 
be reſtored to them, or better ſecured iu them by this way. 

Thirdly, we ſee the danger, if(as it is now ſaid, for the juſtifying of 
this power of reſiſtance, the King will not diſcharge his truſt, and 
therefore it fals to the repreſentative body ot the people to ſee to it. ſo) 
the people being diſcontented, and having gotten power ſhall ſay, The 
Members of the two Houles do not diſcharge the truſt committed to 
them, they do not that for which they were choſen and ſent for, then 
may the multitude by this rule and principle now taught them take the 
Power to themſelves, it being claimed by them, and ſay to their Rulers 
as Numb. 16. Te take too much upon you, or as Cade and Tylar, boaſt / 
themſelves Reformers of the Commonwealth, overthrow King and 
Parliament, fill all with rapine and confuſion, draw all to a Folkmoor, 
and make every ſhire a ſeverall Government. 

Theſe are Dangers and Bvils not conceived in the phanſie, but ſuch 
as reaſon tels us may follow, and experience hath often, and this day 
doth ſhew us, do ariſe — this Power of reſiſtance; and for the pre - 
venting of which, the Apoſtle gave his reaſons againſt reſiſting even 
of abuſed Powers, as we heard above. 

. Laſtly therefore, Seeing ſome muſt be truſted in every State, tis 
reaſon the higheſt and finall cruſt ſhould be in the higher or ſupreme 
Power with whom next to himſelfe God hath intruſted the whole 
Kingdome, all other that have power and truſt, having it under him 
as ſent by him; Good reaſon, I ſay, that the ſupreme Power (which is 

bY | « worth 
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worth 10000 of the Subjects) ſhould have the beſt 'ſecurity on it's 
fide, for as much as Order, the life of a Common- wealth, is ſo bett 
preſerved, and not ſo endangered by Tyrannie, as by Factions, Diviſi- 
on, Tumults, power of Reſiſtance on the ſubjects part; and this is ac- 
cording to the drift ofthe Apoltles reaſons againſt Reſiſtance, as before 
they were laid downe. 

Well now unto all that hath hitherto beeno ſaid from Scripture and 
Reaſon, let Conſcience adde the Oath of Supremacic and Allegiance ; 
alſo the late Proteſtation, and conſider what duty lies upon every ſub- 
ze by the former, to defend the Kings perſon and right againſt what 
power ſoever ; and how by the latter he hath proteſted and underta- 
ken before Almighty God, in the firſt place to defend the fame; and 
then what can Conſcience. conclude from the Premiſes ? that the 
Prince hath his Power for the good of his people? True, but that 
Power cannot be prevalent forthe good and protection of his people, 
unleſſe it be preſerved to himintire, unleſſe he hath the Power of De- 
niall, and the chiefe command of Armes; or that the Prince hath a li- 
mited Power, according to the Lawes eſtabliſhed ? True, but if Con- 
ſcience be perſwaded he does not not hold himſelfe within thoſe 
bounds fo fixed, can it be perſwaded alſo that the people may reaſſume 
that Power they never had ? or rake that Sword out of his hand that 
God hath put into it? No, Conſcience will looke at that Power as 
the Ordinance of God, and the abuſe of that Power as a judgement 
and ſcourge of God upon the people, and will uſe not Armes to reſiſt 
the Ordinance under pretence of reſiſting the abuſe, but cries and 
prayers to God, petitions to the Prince, denials of obedience to his 
unjuſt commands, denials of ſubſidies, aids, and all faire meanes that 
are fit for Subjects to uſe; and when done all, if not ſucceed, will ra- 
ther ſuffer then reſiſt: ſo would a truly informed Conſcience reſolve, 
were the Prince indeed what he is ſuppoſed to be, and did he doe in- 
deed as the people are made to feare and beleeve he will doe. | 

Hitherto we have beene in the examination of the Principle upon 
which they goe that plead for Reſiſtance, and we have found both 
Scripture — Reaſon ſpeake plainly againſt the reſiſting even of abu- 
ſed Powers, profeſſed enemies to Religion, actuall ſubverters of the 
peoples Liberties , how much more againſt the reſiſting of a Prince 
that profeſſeth the ſame Religion which we freely enjoy; 1 
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the maintaining of that and our liberties, onely upon a ſuppoſall hee 
will not ſtand to his word. wwll averthrow all. 

This however ãt may ſeem leſſe reaſonable to the Statiſt in the way 
of policy, permitting as little as he can to the goodneſſe of the hrinee 
or the providence of God tor the ſafety of the State;yet ought it to ſa- 
tisfy a Chriſtian in the way of Conſcience, which when it comes to a 
deſite of being fafc, will not reſt tillit have a (ure ground, which here 
it hath againſt refiltance laid down by Scripture and Reaſon ; even the 
Apoſtles reaſons ſo powerfull agaĩoſt reſiſtance. 

The ſumme of all is this, Conſcience hears the Apoſtle expreſſely 
forbid all under the higher Power to reſiſt finds no other clear Scrip- 
ture to limit it; finds that the limitations givenwill not conſiſt ith it, 
for the reaſons of themſ that are drawn from the election of thepeople, 
and the Covenant ſuppoſed therein, from the neceſſity of meanes of 
ſafety in every State to provide for it ſelte) were as ſtrong in the Ro- 
mane State as any i nay, are ſuppoſed. by thoſe that urge them, to bee 
the Fundamentals of every State; and ſo reſiſtance is forbidden as well 
here, as there in the Romane State, which is alſo cleared. by the Apo- 
ſtles reaſons, ſhewing the power of reſiſtance cannot be the meanes of 
ſafety, but ſtrikes at Order and Power it felfe, though made againſt ty- 
rannicall and abuſed Powers, as * — — Sage 2 Con- 
ſcience will not dare to go againſt the A expteſſe prohibition, 
leſt it fall into the judgement denounced 25 1m | N 

But if there ſhall be any Conſcience as ſtrongly carried away with 
the name of a Parliament, as the Papiſts are with the name of the 
Church, and thinking Religion may be defended any way, and that up- 

on ſuppoſall that their Prince is minded to change it, (which is another 
humour of Popery) will not be perſwaded that the reſiſtance made up- 
onthe preſent ſuppoſall is unla w full, againſt Gods word, and reaſon; 
I am ſure ſuch a Conſcience cannot be truly perſwaded it is lawfull, 
but muſt want that clear ground it ng to have, eſpecially in a mat 


ter ſo expreſly againſt the Apoſtle, of ſach high concernment as 
damnation ; > yan —— and headlong by aſtrange implicit 

faith upon ſo great a hazard, ; 
"D | SECT, V1, 
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9 — to the application of their principle to the prefent, 
where we muſt enquire according to the ſecond and third Gene- 
rals, whether the reſiſtance now made be ſuch as is pretended to by 
them in ſuch a cafe as they ſuppoſed, and then whether Conſcience ean 
—— — the King is ſuch and fo minded, as in the caſt he is 

ed to be. | 
. echicfe conſiderations of theſe two Generals are matters of fact; 
The principle was examined by Scripture and Renſon, theſe admit the 
jadgement of fenſe, and are cleared by what awe heare and fee ; which 
| nt of ſenſe is not fo calily .caprivated by an implicit faith as 
that of rea ſon is; inſomuch as Conſtience here cannot be fo blinded 
but it may fee, that were the priueĩple good on which they reſt, yet) 
this reſiſtance which they make, is not ſuch us rhey pretend ro; and 
that this King. w hom they reſiſt is nor ſich as inthe cuſe they ſuppoſed 
him to be not ſuch as-bught to be tſiſted adcodiig to their owne 


— —— 
28 is prett to by them t cad for it, er onſcienee 
enmnot be truly perſwaded 2 bent pat in it, or aſſiſt the 
that in the purſuit of ir pretend one thing und do un other: 
It Was premiſed at the beginning thit ſuchi a refiſtande ſhould bee 
amnibus ordinibia Yen; conſentientsbus, agreed upon and undertaken 
by the generall and unanimous conſent of the whole State, und that it 
Hould be onely Zegitimadefenſio,a mere defenſive teſiſtunee and theſe 
Rid down, not that I admit teſiſtance however conditioned (for all 
thut dave ſaid before doth aogether contiemn it) but according to 
their own grants that plead tor it: To this purpoſe it — br 
the king is I minor; leſſe then the whole Stare, and evety body) 
natutally defends it ſelte. Therefore if x contention be between the 
Head end the Body, it muſt in all reaſon be the whole Body that is (et 
againſt it; and if there be ſuch an appearing i uinſt eme Pows 
Tat * to reliſtance, the conſent and judgememt of the whole 
l 1900 "miſt be againſt him, or elſe every prevailing faction might 
indanger the State by cauſing ſuch changes and evils as now it's _ 
ne 
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ned with : This is ilie reaſon of this unteaſonable power of reſiſtance 
inthe people. . 

Well then, how ſhall Conſcience be perſwaded that this refiltance 
as agreed upon by an unanimgus and free conſent of the States aflem- 
bled in the two Houſes, ſueh as in this caſe may be called the j 


ngne obehe: whole Kingdome * n 
that knowes'how the Milica (in which this reſiſtance chicfly 
began) was brought in, with what oppoſition, eſpecially in the Lordi 
houſe, and by what number there at length was voted ; alſo how the 
like proceedings of reſiſtance, that have beene voted ſince, ate decla⸗ 
red againſt, by a greater number of cach Houſe then dos remaine in 
either, ſuch as have beene caſt out, or withdrawne themſalves upon 
dillike of theſe proceedings: can he.] fay, that knowes this (and ho 
knowes it not that hath eyes and eaes ?) be in Conſcienoo perfwaded, 
that this is ſuch an unanimous, free, and generall conſent, the judge» 
ment of the wholeKingdome ? | | 1 700 perth by 
For though a Vote paſſed by a few upon the place bath the power 
and condition of a Vote for the formality of Law, yet, if the queſtion 
be , Was this paſſed in full Aſſemblies? Was it freely and generally 
carried * Did they all uganimoufly ai ave man conſent unto. it Con- 
ſeienee cannot be convinced there is ſuch efficacy in the as to 
make a ſe the whole; or their agreement to be that judgement oF 
the whole Kingdome , that unanimous conſent, which mult be in the 
caſe of reſiſtanee, by their acknowledgement that plead for it. For 
were it in this caſe to be held for the judgement of the whole, which 
is paſſed by a few., then would the State be unreaſonably expoſed to 
that danger (above-mentioned ) which every prevailing tation might 
bring upon it under the pretence of the judgement of the whole 
Kingdome. f 
- Againe,as Conſcience: cannot beitruly perſwaded, that this reſiſtance 
' 13 ageeed upon with ſuch a general], and unanimous conſent , as they 
themſebves pretend to, which plead for this reſiſtance, ſo enn it not be 
truly perſwaded that this reſiſtanct is ſuch for the meere defenſive way 
of it, + it ought to be according to their grants and pretenoes that ap- 
re for it. 0 0 2 
8 will ſee how-to reſolve, upon the tviall of theſe 
two particulars, Whether the 6 they be upon the defenſive 
e —_——_ 7 part? 
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26 The reſolving of Conſcience; Cc. 
part? then, Whether the managing of this Warre,, or reſiſtance 
on their parts, be ſo void of hoſtile acts, as the defenſive way, which 
they pretend to, ought to be 
Conſcience will diſcerne whether part is upon the defenſive, by 
inquiring, Firlt, Who. were firſt in Armes-* He that can number the 
ſucceſſion of weekes and moneths in his Almanack may decide this. 
He ſhall finds that armed men were thruſt into Hull, the Kings Armes 
ſeized againſt his will, the Militia ſet up, and by that the Kings Sub- 
jeAsdrawne into Armes, before the King had any thing to oppoſe but 
Proclamations. : that ſubfcriptions for Plate, Money, Horſe ; that li- 
ſting of Souldiers for the field, and appointing of Officers of the Army 
were begun upontheir part, before His Majeſtie did the like, Now 
reſiſtance doth in the word it ſelfe and in their pretence preſuppoſe a 
power and force firſt made againſt them, whereas it is plaine, they. 
were ſtill upon the preventing and forehand with the King. ſtill ſhew- 
ed him example for hat he hath done fince in the way of Armes: yet 
muſt the people believe he raiſes the Warre, and they are upon de- 
fence; but Conſcience will not be fo forced. . | 
Secondly , by inquiring what is the cauſe of-thefe Armes? What 
doe they contend for / Although it be cleare, that if Subjects be firſt, 
in Armes, they cannot be upon the defenſive ;- yet the conſideration of 
the canſe will more apparently convince it, when Conſcience ſhall 
re it is not for what is pretended , but for ſomething the King hath: 
right to deny, that this reſiſtance is made» The preſervation of Reli - 
ion and Liberties is pretended , but can it be for either? The King 
— them not: Their Religion they freely enjoy; and was it ever 
knowne that Subjects ſhould riſe in Armes againſt their Prince for 
a Religion which be promiſes to maintaine / Or doth Religion ſtand 
in need of a defence, which it ſelfe condemnes, a defence which 
would be a perpetuall ſcandall to it? If therefore ng be the 
pretence but no cauſe of Warre, then is the Warre raiſed on their 
part, the King is upon the defenſive, Ort can it bee for ancient. 
Rights-and undoubted Priviledges that they contend ? The King de- 
nies them not, promiſeth all ſecurity ſo he may enjoy his owne, and 
God forbid that either He or they ſhould ſuffer in their juſt Rights, 
But would any man ever have defended the revolt of the ten Tribes, 
if Rehoboam bad N to conſerve their Liberties ? What ſhall 
ur then thinke of this generall Revolt from Allegiance that — — 
ſſe 
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feſſed well neare ten Tribes of twelve? They ſuppoſe hee will not 
make good his promiſes, and therefore they will make all fore, ſeize 
his Armes and Forts,ſtrip him of aland it he begin to ſtir for his owne 
Right and 9 the people muſt be to belieue he makes 
warre againſt his Parliament, intends to deſtroy their Ribereies. Bur 4 
can any man in Conſcience thinke His Majeſtie fince the beginning ing of 0 
this breach was ever in ſuch a condition of ſtrength as might threaten 
the Liberty of the Subject, or deſtroy Parliaments, when as it was long 
ere he eould with much adoe attaine to any resſonable meanes of ſub- 
ſiſtence, or to ſuch a ſtrength whereby he might ſeeme to be able to 
defend himſelſe? b 
To ſpeake the truth, Religion and Liberties can be no other thew 
the pretence of this Warre, the King hath fortified them ſo with ma- 
ny Acts of Grace paſſed this Parliament, that they cannot be in that 
danger which is. pretended for the raifing of this Warre. It muſt be 
ſomething that His Majeftic does indeed deny, for which the conten- 
tion is raiſed: That we ſhall finde to be His Power of Armes and or- 
dering the ( liluia of the Kingdome, His power of denying in Par- 
Hament, His dif ay of the Offices of State, and ſuch like; Alſo the 
Government ofthe hurch and the Revenue of it: In the three for- 
mer he challenges his right, as his Predecefſours had; the other he is 
bound by Oath to maintcine, as by Law they are eſtabliſhed. Well, if 
theſe be attempted , and His Majeſtic will not be forced from them 
cannot yeild them up, but it comes to Armes, then will Conſcience e- 
ſily be convinced the King is upon the defenſive, for the maintaining 
of what he juſtly holds his right; or-is bound by Oath to defend. 
And if we hearken to the peoples voice, ſor that commonly fpeaks 
the minde of their leaders, we ſhall heare them uſually call this Warre, 
as-they did that with the Seti, the Biſhops · Warre. His Majeſtic hath 
indeed alwaies declared againſt the altering of the Government of the 
Church by Biſhops, being ſuch as ſt alwaies had fince the firſt recci- 
ving of the Chriſtian Faith in this Land. and of all other Governments 
ſimply the beſt , if reformed from abuſes and corruptions that have 
growne upon it, to the purging out of which His Majeſtic is alwaies 
ready to agree. Bur be it the Biſhops Warre (though the aboliſhi 
of that Government be but one of the many inconveniences which 
this power of reſiſtance doth threaten * Land ich, and which the 
| = 3 King 
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ſo void of acts of Hoſtili t defenſive, way ſhould be which 
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m not countenance 
their cauſe ( as was ſhewed before) yet might ĩt tell thom their de- 
meunoui ſhould be anſwerable . He offered no act of violence to Saul, 
but ſtill gave place and withdrew from him: the Speme indeed and 
— David tooke away from head, but it Was onely to 
1ſhewe/Fhner» negledt who had the oom Saule Militia. and to 
teſtiſie his oune integrity:, therefore he refiored-them. before they: 
weredemanded, 1 SC. 26 

Bur nom the Kings Speareand his Cruſe, his Ammunition and his 
neceſſary Proviſions ane taken away, interecpted, not reſtoted though 
often demanded, uſcl againſt him with all advantage; nay, be is ſloipt 
ol the very power and commanttof Armes. his Otfieers and Miniſtere 
thruſt out, and othet ſubſtituted, and by them his people dtawue into 
Armes againſt him. 

Allo by by theſe that are in reſiſtance againſt the King, his Loyall and 
PeaceabloSubjedtsare aſſaulted, deſpoiled of their Armes, Goods. 
Eſtaresz thoir perſons impriſonedi, becauſe they would aceording ta, 
their Allegiance aſſiſt him in-this.cxtremity, or would not, contrary to 
their Conſcience, joyne with them. againſt him. What Conſcience 
that will not follow this way with a ſtupid implicit faith, can be per- 
fwaded that this Warte is the defence of the Subject Libertics, and 
_ rather an — —H ol chem ? or that ĩt is amcere reſiſtanee or 

force firſt made againſt them, and not rather a vio- 

— or bringing in of force upon thoſe that were diſpoſed to 
peace. Therefore no Conſcience that it heck 2 ſenſe of Religion, or of 
— — man and man. can bgare a part 
in thisrdfifiance ,” for feare of that ſentence of Ann which: che 
Apoſte hachlaiduponit. 2 f its ECT. 93 
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$Ue | in-the laſt place, if Conkvience could be perſwaded!, that its: 
lawfullupon ſuch a caſe, as they make, to take Armes and reſiſt ; 
and that this riſing n Armenis ſuch a defenſive reſiſtanee, 20 in ſuch a 
caſt they ſeeme to pfatend to, yet hom will iobe that the 
Caſe is now that is, That the King in ſuc has ſhe pep ple muſtbe made 
to beler ve he is, unleſſe it will as — cies Kay the tule of 
Charicy, in fo concluding upon the King, as it doth againſtthe tule of 
Faith and per ſwaſion, in admitting ſo ungrounded a principle as is now 
tefttd on tor reſiſlance : fo that ſuch a Conſcienct ſhall have in its 
* — neither dertainty of Rule, for the printiple it goes on is 
le ; nor certainty of the Caſe, for it huo wel not the heart of the 
King, eo conclude for reßſtance upon ſuppoſals of his intentions; and 
— e ment it will be altogether void of Charity. 
ic concerm all fach as will.refiſt upon the principles now 
rr 2 — their Prince odious do his under the hateſall 
nk of: Tyrant; Subverter of Religion and La wen, & per ſon not 
to bernuſted, or at leaſt as ane ſeduted to ſuch evill by wiel 
ed Connſell, But what f hath this King forbid che exerciſe of ĩhe Re- 
ligioneſtabliſhed, or leſt offto profeſſe it hinifelte f hath be difclanhed 
his cruſt, or not upon all occaſions Nee eee eee h 
WQbjedts? | F eden 
Vea ! burthey have cauſe to feare pbpery will prevailecarkbctiarhe - 
will not ſtand to his promiſes- It — they are men that: would be 
toath to ſuffer for their Religion, they are ſu ready to fly. to 2 — 
ſecure themſelves ; But ſhall Sub jectosiſoin menaguinſt 
upon fuchremote ier e and jesloufjenus theſe wil 
can ſueh be wanting in turbulent minder When io 5 
fared o ſaſety ? This was the way thut David fimſeiſe was ſiui hem but 
vf his throne, and driven ftom Jeruſalem by Abſblom : I bis ming 
Rebell ſteals away their hearts by raiſing jealouſes in them and un vvitl 
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vx die nſalving f con acute, hc. 
fider what ſlender grounds our people have for their feares and jealou- 
ſies, then what ſecurity they have and might have againſt them, that 
it may appear how cauſeleſie thoſe jealouhes ate in themſelves, how 
unjuſt cauſevof this refiltance. | 
I we examine the feares and jealouſies that have pofleſſed the peoy 
ple, we ſhall. ind them to be raiſed upon theſe or the like grounds; Re- 

reignPower to be brought in, The Queens Religion, The 
refort- of Papiſts to his Majeſtic, His intercepting of meanes ſent for 
the reliefe of Ireland. from whence the people by their good teachers 
are made to believe,thathe meanes to enſlave :this people, reeſtabliſh 


K. . l. Popery, and does comply with the Rebels. 


In anſwer to all which I need not to ſay more then what Michael 
the Archangel to the devil that arch · actuſer. — Wn wa. 1/9 
p. but in particular; For ſuch reports of invaſions from abroad, as 
were, before the ſetting up of the  Afilitsa, given out tokeep 
the people amuſed; the eaſier to draw them into a Poſture of Des 
fence as was pretended, all ſuchare diſeovered by time to have been 
vain if therobe now any ſorreigu ayds towards the King(as all Chri- 
ſtian Kiugꝭ cannot but think tbemſctves concerned in the cauſe) it will 
be as juſt for him to uſe them — ſubjects now in Armes, 2s it was 
umuſt in the Barons to call in the French againſt their naturall King. 
Fiot the Queens Majeſty; Her Religion is no new cauſe, if it be aſuf- 
ſcient cauſe of jealouſie to them, they have had it from her firſt en- 
trance; would to God it were otherwiſe with her, that it would pleaſe 
ade Loid to open ber eyes that ſhe may ſe the truth light of the pro- 
te ſtant * onely this I muſt ſay, this is not the way todraw 
her ta ir, if ſhe look at it in the doctrines and practiees of theſe times 
Mei is natlihe to fall in love withit. | | 
For cho reſort of Papiſts; and the Kings entertaining them; He hath 
oſten declared hat caution be deſired to uſe therein, til neceſſity hath 
driven him to admit of ſome few into his Army, which alſo his Ma- 
jeſty hath often and ſufficiently anſwered-· Let me adde this; It he bath 
entertained any into this ſervice, he may juſtly make uſe of them. We 
ſeevtut tnanner of men were gathered to David in his diſtreſſe, 1. 
-Sin»i 86 30 and ho falſe Z iba bringing proviſion to the King when 
he ſled from Abſolom, was entertained and rewarded, inſomuch that 
area (when afteryard be know dom Ziba had abuſed himo gain 
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his own ends) would hot reverſe the ſentence pronounced in bis favor: 
If therefore in this diſt reſſe after much forbearance our King hath ad> 
mitted the helpof ſomeRecuſants, it cannot be aleadged as à cauſe ol 
the reſiſtance now made againſt him, but that hora art pr 4 uſe of 
it; andif the Papi Kwür thew himſelfe a good” ſhbjeR; iris Jalt and 
reaſonable that the King when'heis put to it, may admit of his helpe, 
and the more ſhame it is for them that —— the Proteſtant Religion 
to force him to it; a ſcandall that would not eaſily be wiped off from 
our Religion; were it to/ ſtand or fall, by the doctrines of this giddy 
aa, His Majeſtic hath written enough for the . himſcife 
from thoſe falſe and odious imputations laid upot him itt relation to 
the Iriſh buſineſſe. I have onely thus much to ſay, eoncerning any thi 
intended for the teliefſe of Ireland ; It was great pitie they. ſhoul 
want it there, but it is more pitifull, the King ſhould befor reed to malte 
uſe of it here. | + 74 $565 
It is not long ſinee our neighbour Nation brought an Army into the 
Northern parts of this Kingdome to the great detriment of the inha- 
bitants there, and it was excuſed by invincible neceſſity, whieh drove 
them hither. The neceſſity his Majeſtie was driven to is ſuffici 
knovyn, and might etcuſe him, in taking his own where he meets with 
it, and drawing it from his ſervice abroad to that which mote nearly 
concerned him at home, And when bis Arms, Moneys, arnd proviſions 
are ſcized on wherever they be found intended for him, and imployed 
againſt him in a Warre, the Lord knowes how unneceſſary; hall ĩt not 
be law full for him to take ſome part of them where he finds ĩt ſor his 
neceſſaty defence? c 
Indeed the diſtreſſe of Ireland by the help of wieked Pamphlets 
—— _ = as a great engine to —— Kings —— 
is people; but upon whoſe aceount avy reckoning of t ; 
jede Cafe will be laid, together with — of this the . 
dome, any man in Conſcience may eafily diſcern, that ſoes hat 
cient and reaſonable meanes might have been had for che I 
Religion and Liberties, and for the redreſſe of allquſt 6 
this time. Which is the next thing conſiderable: What hi 
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hath done and proffered to exempt theſe ſcruples of feati and jenlou- 
ſiesout of his peoples. minds. e SG; D 
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ſes are bur words, His Acts of Grace were forced, he will not ſtand to 
them It ſcems then he maſt by force of mes be compelled to be wil- 
ling. But let as ſer whether a Conſcience that deſiros to be fafe can be 
ſo perſwaded in judging the actions and intentions of: hitm : to whom 
jr owesthe higheſt duty under God, as firſt to eonclade he intends 
not 28 he promiſes, and therenpom to reſolve tor reſiſtance ? No, it 
will direQ ie ſelſe by the rule of Chariry, which is, notraſbly to con- 
clude u por the heurt which it knowerh not, or cochinke' any evill 3! 
and t the difference be berwixr turu. as in this eauſe, it will hold the 
rule of irdifferency, impartially to confider the actions of both. 
Conſcience therefore that it may be informed of His Ma jeſties in- 
intentions, Will it looke upon Him at uchi a diſtance as Lenden, and 
reade Him onely in the{c horrid telurſons cimt iſſue thenee:, and don- 
ceive of Him as they report Him te thẽ pcople ? or will itconfider 
ſome failings that hach mforced; or other accidentall oceur- 
rences have oeeaſioned, and rom theſe conclude intentions in Him, 
— to all His . rap ? — — be tou 
too unehiaritable : Coniſcienoe ought , yes to be tendet in 
Judging uporr other tems intentions; eſpecially thoſe of the Prince. 
and thoſe to be concluded w evil, and to be made a ground for refi- 
ſtance, which runs the hazard of Damnation. 
For as there was enough in Bowl to cteate thoſe jealonfies,u 
Which that rebelon oł the — Alſalu was b 
ſo is chere on the King part , to dire ag ainſt this de ſpe- 


rate uncharitable judgement , if it loolie at thoſe many ct of Grace, - 


as ne additions to rhat ſectrĩty, by which this State hath ſo long 
ſtood, and from them conelude, He would not in vfulre way deny any 
thing reaforiable + If it confider thofe many promiſes ſtrengthened 
witihthe deepeſt Ptoreſtations, crforced-w ſueceſſe from 
God, according to HisJuſt intentions; and a theſe, as 
froma King, under fac aflition', im ſuch , after 


and experience of Gods protection, approvirig thereby rhereality and 

finceriry of His heart: What Confeienee car here eonchudecontrary- 

igen, one in Hitt, anil' not chile it -blafphemjerfy God and the 
i | 


Furthermore, as Conſcience wil not be uncharituble when it jadg- 
eth upon the intentions of rr heart, ſo neither will — 
F a partia 
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pertialt when t j betweene two; unto Which of them it ſhould 
incline: he that id abmirti tb de lie ye amiſſenoſ his King. 
and ſulirited to xnmet this way ot reſiſtance, is highly. concerned firſt; 
to eduſider, Whether they al ſo that are the maine directors of it, and # 
to hom he old adbert. doe di ſehargo their truſt theꝝ . are called to. 
Iſay ſuch an one unleſſe benwill reſigne up his faith to men, and re- 
ecive theit dictates as the immediate rule of his Conſcience, mult con- 
ſider whether all be juſt and honeſt that is done in that way ? Wbe- 
ther to deveſt the King ofthe Power of mes, and to uſe them againſt 
him, be to deſend his Per ſon. Rights; and Dignity.? Whether the: 
forcing ol the Subjects property, to the advaneing of this reſiſtance, 
andithoimptiſaning oſ their petſons for deniall. be the maintaining of 
the Right and bibetty of the Subject Whether the ſuffering of ſo 
man Sec to vent their Doctrines with ſuch liberty, and to commit 
— — by mg — worſhip of God with ſuch li- 
centibuſneſſe, be a deſending of Religion and the. eſtabliſhed worſll ip 
of chis Church / All cheſe duties every Subject reſpectively is bound 
o diſeharge, and i he neglect of them His Majeſtie hath chicfly charged 
upon rboſt that be concei ves the chieſe Directours and Actors in. | 
this teſiſtanet made againſt him, and every man in conſcience ought ſe - 
riouſly to conſider it. | 
- The-n&ceſſity of che Common · wealth is pretended to defend the 
not deſending of the premiſes, when as no neceſſity may excuſe any 
failings on the Kings part; as if bis promiſes, by which he ſtands ob- 
liged to his Subjects, did not ſuppoſe they for their parts al ſo ſhould 
performe I know not how ſome particular men may be engaged, and 
contract a neceſſity of teſiſting or ſeeking. ſafety by Armes; but Iam, 
fetſwaded no man in Conſcience can thinł it a neceſſity of the Com- 
mon- wealth to have all contounded or of a Chriltian to run the haaard 
of damnation by reſilting. My Conſcience tells me, and ſo. will theirs 
one day tell them, how much they have to anſwer for not improving 
that graee aud: willingneſle,, they had W of in his Ma jeſtie, 
and might4hll have ſaund in him, to the ſpeedy and happy reformati- 
oniet/rhis Caunch and. Stare; 1 pray God to giye chem Conſciencea 
truly inlightned, a wels truly compaſſionate, that they may ſpee · 
2 delingly be ſenſible of: che miſeries this Land groanes under, 
Hithlully examine how. farre they are anſwerable for * re- 
3417167 | 8 2 jeeing 
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the ſafety of this Sate. Amen. 

And now it there be any one that will runne the hazard of this reſi - 
Nance , I deſire he would firſt ſet his Conſcience before the Tribunall- 
of God, where it mult appeare , and conſider whether it will excuſe 
him there , when he hath ſhed the bloud of others, and expended his- 
owne, to ſay, I verily ſappoſed and believed my Prince would change 
Religion, overthrow our Liberties. I muſt tell him it will not be ſaſe 
for him to preſent ſuch a Conſcience at that barre; a Conſcience that 
wanted the rule of Faith to warrant and perſwade the la wfulneſſe of 
reſiſtance upon ſuch a ſuppoſall, a Conſcience that wanted the certain- 
ty of perſwaſion , that the Princes heart (which God onely knowes) 
was ſo inclined, a Conſcience that wanted the judgement of Charity, 
in concluding ſueh intentions in the King, notwithſtanding all His 

Promiſes and deepeſt Proteſtations made in the time of his trouble; 

without which Charity all is nothing, though he layesdowne. 
(as he thinkes) his life for Religion. Such f Conſci« 
ence I muſt needs conclude finfall , and liable 
to that which the Apoſtle threatens - | 
unto Reſiſtance , Damnation. 
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